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Stawell Bike Specials 


This article contains information from my own notes, 
from Peter Martin of Stawell, Jack McLean (helped 
by seven others), Camperdown Railway Society and 
Greg O'Flynn of Warrnambool. Official V/Line 


records were made available courtesy of the Chief 
Train Controller. The graph was drawn by Jack 
McLean. 


The 1987 Great Victorian Bike Ride, sponsored by 

Caltex, started in Stawell on Sat.5.12.87, and covered 

Victoria’s western attractions: Hall’s Gap, the Gram- 

pians, Hamilton, Port Fairy, Port Campbell, Torquay 

and Queenscliff, returning via Port Phillip ferry, Sor- 

rento and the Mornington Peninsula (600 km). 3,700 

cyclists assembled in Stawell, conveyed there by 5 

trains, 22 buses and 9 semi-trailers. 

Following the style of previous years, V/Line pro- 
vided four extra trains, each with two sets, and 
attached a second set to the regular morning down 
train. Other preparations included loading 3 tonnes of 
orange juice and ordering $10,000 worth of bread! The 
extra trains were to be: 

8191: Spencer St 06 35 (N set, 5-car S set), via North 
Geelong, Stawell 10 30; returning as 8192 empty 
cars, Stawell 11 00, Spencer St 15 00. 

8193: Spencer St 0705 (2 4-car SH sets), via North 
Geelong, Stawell 12 03; returning as 8194 empty 
cars, Stawell 13 30, Spencer St 17 30. 

8195: Caulfield 07 55 (2 LH sets), Spencer St 08 15, 
via North Geelong, Stawell 13 03; returning as 8196 
empty cars, Stawell 1405, Spencer St 17 55. 


Roderick Smith 


8197: Spencer St 10 30 (N set, 5-car S set), via Ballan, 
Stawell 14 25, returning as 8198 empty cars, Stawell 
15 45, Spencer St 20 00. 


As well, the 07 55 (8105) down Dimboola pass. would 
convey a second N set to Stawell, to be detached dur- 
ing a slightly extended stop and to return on 8194 
empty cars. Other plans included providing plenty of D 
vans for the mainline sets, and freight vans for the H 
sets. All trains were double headed (mainly N class 
locos) to avoid the risk of major delay. A light loco ran 
from Ararat to Stawell before the first train to assist 
with shunting, and was to be balanced by an up goods 
after the last special, bringing the freight vans to 
Ararat. The day’s moves were complicated by the fact 
that Stawell is no longer a crossing station (it is a 
switch-locked siding), the presence of a steam special 
to Bacchus Marsh, a signal failure between Deep Lead 
Loop and Lubeck in the morning (delaying an up 
express goods and the 8130 06 45 up Dimboola pass.) 
and the parting of a coupling in the 14 10 (9123) down 
express goods between Ballan and Bungaree Loop in 
the afternoon (delaying returning empty cars). 

Preparations at Spencer St on Friday night included 
placing eight freight vans in the siding adjacent to plat- 
form 2; bringing in empty cars from Kyneton and 
Bacchus Marsh, and reallocating sets on late-night 
departures to have them positioned correctly. 
Interestingly, one of the eight vans was replaced with a 
different van by next morning. Unlike past years, 
when PCO powervans were used, H sets were powered 
by an N class loco at one end and a PH powervan at the 
other end. 


N469-N471 with the 07 55 Caulfield to Stawell special pass. crosses Emu Creek, Trawalla on Sat.5.12.87. 


(Bryce Leydon) 
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The 07 55 down Dimboola pass. hauled by S306 and A70 with extra cars added for bike riders to Stawell on 
Warrenheip Bank. (Bryce Leydon) 


At Stawell on Saturday morning the yard was bare 
except for a couple of HD wagons, which were pushed 
into the former stock siding. 9128 up express goods 
(BL32-C507) passed at 07 33, about an hour late. 8130 
up pass. (X53-N11) arrived at 08 43, 39 minutes late. 
Shunting tractor 21RT was stabled in one of the silo 
tracks. X33 arrived from Ararat at 09 44. 


8191: N460-N475-D324-D312-D355-D344-D313- 
2BN-53BRN-3ACN-203BS-4BE-221BRS-204BS- 
258ACZ. This train was docked at Spencer St platform 
2 before 23 20 on Friday. It flashed through Little 
River at 07 12 (3 minutes early) and, with a generous 2 
hour 20 minute schedule to Ballarat, was there early. 
Because of late-running up trains it had 2 crosses 
instead of 1 thereafter, and arrived at Stawell at 10 40 
(10 minutes late). X33 attached at the rear and 
departed with the empty cars (Z58-N1-5xD) at 11 02, 
with a virtually on-time run back to Melbourne. 


8193: N470-N474-167BTH-147BTH-145BTH- 
125BCH-165BTH-122BCH-162BTH-127BCH- 

PH452-VLCX158-VLCX607-VLEX1022-VLCX100. 

This train was restricted to 90 km/h. It arrived at North 
Shore on time at 08 04, close behind the 07 00 down 
pass. It loaded the Geelong contingent into the rear 
two carriages and the leading VLCX. This train was to 
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be overtaken at Lethbridge by the 07 55 (8105) down 
Dimboola. It arrived there early, and had a wait of 
about 40 minutes for the move. With only 250 tonnes 
per loco, the special made good time on the normal 
grades and arrived at Ballarat early. Stawell arrival was 
at 1209, 6 minutes late. Much complicated shunting 
followed, leaving the freight vans in track 4 before col- 
lecting the vehicles from 8105, first at the east end, 
then at the west end (to be detached at Ararat for Sun- 
day promotional specials see Feb.87 p.51). After cross- 
ing the next special, the empty cars departed at 13 30: 
N475-N460-SH27/22-SH25-N2-2xD. The N set was 
not detached at Ararat and, with a delay at Bungaree 
Loop, the train reached Melbourne at 1820, 50 
minutes late. 


8105: S306-A70-D345-26BN-32BRN-27ACN-S5BN- 
SOBRN-6ACN-D330-D314. This train overtook 8193 
at Lethbridge, was on time at Ballarat, but was delayed 
at Burrumbeet crossing the late-running 8130 pass. It 
arrived at Stawell at 11 23 (5 minutes late), detached 
the rear N set and vans, and departed at 11 32. The Ns 
from 8191 shunted the vehicles from the platform and 
reversed the vans using track 3. They eventually 
worked the empty train with these carriages and those 
from 8193. 
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8195: N469-N471-DH403-172BTH-152BH-142BH- 
132BCH-173BTH-153BH-133BCH-PH453- 
VLCX578-VLCX273-ALGX112-VLEX843. This 
train had worked empty from Spencer St to Caulfield 
with a loco at each end, schedule: Spencer St 05 56, 
South Kensington 06 03-13, Caulfield 06 38. It was 
also restricted to 90 km/h, but passed Meredith 7 
minutes early at 10 00. There was a 17 minute crossing 
allowance at Lal Lal which was not needed, and the 
Ballarat arrival was 35 minutes early. It arrived at 
Stawell at 13 01, 2 minutes early. At this time Stawell 
held 3 pairs of Ns, 5 carriage sets and many vans. This 
special was shunted from the down end, placing the 
freight vans onto those already in track 4, and revers- 
ing the powervan. The empty cars departed at 14 08, 
N474-N470-LH33-LH32-DH-PH, and crossed the last 
special at Great Western Loop. The empty caught up to 
the preceding empty at Bungaree Loop, crossed 9123 
down express goods which had broken in two in the 
Ballan - Bungaree section, waited to be overtaken by 
the 1340 (8146) up Dimboola pass., and reached 
Spencer St at 19 00 just over an hour late. 


8197: N461-N462-D360-D321-D306-D357-D326- 
19BN-20BRN-21 ACN-1BG-205BS-244BRS-211BS- 

255ACZ. This train arrived at Rockbank at 11 02, close 
to time, but was delayed until 11 24 crossing an up 
railmotor and an up express goods. It then had a good 
run and reached Stawell at 14 28, only 3 minutes late. 
It was soon unloaded and shunted to track 2 to enable 
8146 up pass. to use the platform at 15 08 (8 minutes 


late). The empty cars followed it out at 15 18, N471- 
N469-Z55-N7-5D. Running against the afternoon 
down traffic, the schedule had many crossing 
allowances, and the Spencer St arrival at 20 20 was only 
20 minutes late. 

At 15 26 N462-N461 departed Stawell for Ararat, to 
be used next day for promotional shuttles, leaving the 
freight vans at Stawell. At 15 32 the RT moved to track 
4 with the wagons and the first of two busy days at 
Stawell ended. 


Provision of sets: A perusal of the roster (Feb.88 
p.37) reveals that there are 4 N sets, 1 K set, 1 Z set 
and 7 H sets not required for traffic on Saturdays, with- 
out relying on spare equipment. Not all sets are in use- 
ful positions. The Stawell move required 9 sets. It 
seems that the limiting factor is shortage of crews 
rather than shortage of sets or locos. With no report 
from a Spencer St observer, some of the moves below 
are deduced from available evidence and are uncon- 
firmed. 

8191 obtained its S-car S set by sending an SH set 
(presumably from the 19 35 arrival from Sunbury) on 
the 2005 down Ballarat on Friday. This set then 
worked the 11 40 up on Sat. The N set was obtained by 
sending an SH set (presumably from the 21 50 arrival 
from Geelong) on the 23 30 down Geelong on Friday. 
This SH set then worked run 1 on Saturday (for how 
much of the day?). The two mainline sets were due 
back by 15 00 and could take up their regular runs: the 
18 30 down Bendigo and the 18 10 down Cobram. 


Train No.8195 eases out of Stawell station as N470 and N474 wait in the yard. (R P Dunbar) 
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Graph showing actual paths of trains — 
Melbourne to Stawell — Saturday, 5th December, 1987 — for Great Victorian Bike Ride 


om0—s 8 9 0 I 20 8»= «iB 14 15 lb 7 8 19 
SPENCER ST . . 
SUNSHINE if A ’ 4 PN 
seer nee ez aid] \OMs abs aisflv| 3/ \ 

kW | 
BREAN [| [vt Ve 
MELTON «=0. LL A Py | TF PA 
oy ee 
BACCHUS MAR = 
BANK BOX LOOP AT 
BALLAN 
8120 | 
BUNGAREE LP - 
f/f: \ rar 

aloe oe 
WANDERMERE | 
BURRUMBEET 7 
TRANALLA 
BEAUFORT 
BUANGOR 


GT-NESTERN- LP 
STAWELL 


DEEPLEAD LP 


APRIL 1988 


Lj we\ (VA NY NM [at 


b 


= }\ 
ae ea) 


Bids 


a 


, 7 TA [_/ 
PL /| Foi\t rey ry ft ft 


N474-N470 haul empty Harris cars up Warrenheip Bank on the return from Stawell. (Bryce Leydon) 


8193 used the two 4-car SH sets which are based at 
Kyneton. They returned to Melbourne empty on Fri- 
day night, leaving the Kyneton 3-car set to run the Sat. 
morning up (normally a 4-car run). The 4-car sets were 
back in Melbourne in time to provide the 16 10 down 
Bendigo on Sun.6.12. 

8195 used the two LH sets which are based at 
Bacchus Marsh. They returned to Melbourne empty 
on Friday night. While they could have been left at 
Bacchus Marsh on Saturday, the up empty car move- 
ment brought them back to Melbourne. 

8197 used the 5-car S set from the 09 05 arrival from 
Bendigo, which was not needed again until Sunday 
morning, by which time it would be back. The N set in 
this special would have been the spare held at Bendigo 
and so the 09 05 arrival would have had both sets. 

8105’s second N set seems to be from the spare 
pool. It worked to Geelong on the 22 30 down on Fri- 
day, a run which normally uses the 5-car S set needed 
for the 08 35 down Bendigo. The 06 35 arrival from 
Geelong on Saturday, which normally splits to form 
the 07 55 Dimboola and 08 35 Bendigo, conveyed two 
N sets and did not need to split. The Bendigo was 
formed by its normal set docking from the yard. The 
earliest a set from the traffic pool could be provided 
would be 08 40 (the Traralgon spare), too late to form 
any departure. 


Other Observations: 

With so many N class locos committed to bike specials, 
the Saturday lunchtime Spencer St peak featured many 
A class locos: A62-P22 on the 12 30 Seymour, A79 on 
the 12 25 Bendigo, A81 on the 12 30 Ballarat, A77 on 
the 12 25 down Traralgon and A73 on the 12 30 arrival 
from Traralgon (50 minutes late). In addition, A78 
had worked the up Vinelander and A81 had worked the 
07 00 down Geelong pass. 

Further to Feb.88 p.51, for the naming of N461 on 
Sun.6.12, G524 was on display in the dock platform at 
Ararat. N461 and N462, which had returned light from 
Stawell to Ararat on Sat.5.12, waited for sets N2 and 
NS and a D to be detached from the rear of the 09 30 


down Dimboola pass. The through portion of that train 
was N469-N471-N7, and was at Stawell at 13 14. The 
first shuttle arrived at Stawell at 1435 (10 minutes 
late). The remaining shuttles were close to time. 

At the end of 1988 there will be two major bike 
rides. A bicentennial ride will run from Sydney to 
Melbourne. The Great Victorian ride will commence at 
Swan Hill, promising another day of interesting and 
intensive working. 

Additional trains on graph are detailed as follows: 
8108: 06 30 up Bacchus Marsh, DRC41 
8116: 07 25 up Bacchus Marsh, 55RM 
8120: up Overland, X48-939 14/700 
8122: 07 45 up Ballarat, N455 3/135 
8132: 10 45 up Bacchus Marsh, 55RM 
9128: up express goods, BL32-C507 41/1660 
8130: 06 45 up Dimboola, X53-N11-D305 
8134: 11 40 up Ballarat, X40-P10-SH 
8140: 1445 up Ballarat, A81-D-N 
8168: 1600 up Bacchus Marsh steam special, 

K153 9/365 | 
8146: 13 40 up Dimboola A70-S306-N9-D 
1390: up light locos 
8111: 0905 down Bacchus Marsh, 55RM 
alice 02 down Bacchus Marsh steam special, K153 
8115: 12 30 down Ballarat, A81-N-D 
8117: 12 35 down Bacchus Marsh, 61RM-101MTH 
9123: 1410? down express goods, 

C505-C510 29/1790 
9145: down superfreighter?, 932-X46-S303 23/1430 
8133: 1755 down Dimboola, N454 5/210 
8135: 18 15 down Ballarat, N457 4/165 
9153: down express goods, C504-BL32 34/1660 
8141: 2035 down Overland, X48-939 12/610. 


As well, 9117 express goods was diverted via North 
Geelong, C502-BL26. It departed from Tottenham 
Yard a few minutes after 9123 had passed. 


An empty up bike race special hauled by N475-N460 pass Millbrook at 16 47. (Bryce Leydon) 
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Above: The 07 05 down Stawell special loads Geelong cycles and passengers at North Shore. (Roderick Smith) 


Above: The 07 05 down Stawell special loads Geelong cycles and passengers at North Shore. 


Below: The 07 55 Caulfield - Stawell special train passes through Meredith. (All photos Roderick Smith) 
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Above: With a long string of GHs B61-S309-T352-T359-T403 
round the curve out of St Arnaud with the 06 00 up Ouyen grain 
train. 13 00, Mon.18.1.88. (Gavin McLaughlan) 


Below: H3-H2-H5 haul a load of empty wagons around the 
North Geelong grain loop after unloading at the Grain 
Elevators’ Board silos. Wed.8.7.87. (John Dare) 
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Above: B61-B69 arrive at Ballarat at 1732 with a block train from Maryborough to Geelong. Wed.3.9.86. 
(Graham Withers) 


Below: X46-X49 after bringing their train from Swan Hill, collect additional grain hoppers from Lake Boga at 13 00 
on Mon.11.1.88. (Matthew Crichton) 
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Shepparton - Dookie Line 


Upgrade 1987 


Work on the upgrading of the 27 kilometre Shepparton 
- Dookie section commenced Mon.12.1.87, shortly 
after the then Transport Minister, Mr Tom Roper, 
announced that the section was to be upgraded at a cost 
of $5.1 million. The sleeper relaying gang arrived 
Mon.12.1.87 and an inspection at Grahamvale Rd on 
Thurs.15.1.87 noted that the track had been marked 
and cleared on either side. For the months of January 
and February block train loads of VOWA side dis- 
charge sleeper wagons, and later blocks of KMRs 
arrived on a daily basis, placing approx. 20,000 sleepers 
along the section and relaying of sleepers commenced 
Tues.27.1.87 from the Shepparton end. 


The replacement of rails commenced at a later stage, 
as the line during these earlier months was still seeing 
traffic clearing silos along the route from the last year’s 
harvest. On Mon.2.2.87, T354 was noted with a 
VHMY ballast train on a section between the High St 
rail crossing, and the Grahamvale Rd rail crossing, a 
distance of about 3 km on the down side of Shepparton 
station. This was the only section to be ballasted at this 
stage, as the line has heavier rail to cater for the twice 
weekly Paisley petroleum traffic. By Thurs.26.2.87, 
sleeper relaying had been completed, and the rail 
recovery train started operating from Mon.16.2.87. 
Rails in lengths of 68.6 metres, and 82.3 metres, of 40- 
45 kg/m and points of 47 kg/m replaced the old 6.9 
metre lengths of 30 kg/m. The rails to be relaid were 
recovered from the Traralgon - Cowwarr section. The 
rail recovery train was the only train to operate on Sun- 
days; the actual laying of rails commenced on 
Mon.11.5.87 starting from the down end of Graham- 
vale Rd crossing. Former Transport Minister, Mr Tom 
Roper, along with Mr Peter Ross-Edwards inspected 
the work on Wed.27.5.87 near the Campbell’s Soup 
siding arriving at the site by road/rail vehicle. 


The 30 kg/m livestock siding which runs off the 
main Tocumwal - Cobram line was also resleepered, to 
cater for the daily ballast train. 83,000 cubic metres of 
ballast was delivered by road to the siding platform 
from the Cosgrove bluestone quarry, and this in turn 
was loaded into wagons for dispatch the next day. The 
ballast train ran on weekdays only and consisting of 10 
VHWA wagons. The ballast was watered by a small 
overhead water column before being attached to the 
loco for dispatching. Normally a Y class loco (Y169 
most often) was sent to retrieve the wagons from the 
siding around 0720 each morning, returning the 
loaded wagons to the station where the loco detached, 
and a T loco hauled the train to its despatching point, 
making up train No.623 down and arriving back as 
train 626 in the early afternoon. 


Cosgrove siding was nearing completion when 
visited, Fri.4.9.87. Ballast was yet to be laid, however 
there was no sign of Pine Lodge being upgraded at this 
stage. Dookie was inspected the same day also. The 
existing gravity feed dead end siding which serves the 
large silo facility.on the up side of Dookie, was 
extended to make a loop siding with a 1-in-200 grade. 
All three roads and the main line at Dookie had been 
dismantled and the new track layout had been partly 
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laid. Dookie was again visited on Fri.18.9.87 and by 
then, the main line and yard had now been completed. 

The Dookie to Katamatite section is now closed, and 
tenders were called on Fri.13.11.87 for dismantling, 
salvage, purchase and removal of the section. 

By Fri.18.9.87, Cosgrove was complete and Pine 
Lodge still outstanding. At both Cosgrove and Pine 
Lodge a concrete and steel toilet block had been con- 
structed and a galvanised water tank positioned on a 
steel stand erected immediately beside both blocks. 
These facilities are located near the truck weighbridges. 
A further visit to Pine Lodge on Fri.16.10.87 showed 


Former Transport Minister, Tom Roper and Leader of the 
National Party, Peter Ross-Edwards, inspect work on the 
upgrading of the Shepparton - Dookie line on Wed.27.5.87. 
(Photo courtesy Shepparton News) 
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the siding had been relaid complete with ballast, and all 
other works associated with the siding were completed. 
The siding was extended 70 metres in the down direc- 
tion. Sidings at Cosgrove and Pine Lodge can now han- 
dle five VHGYs on either side of the silo chute. 

Safe working is staff and ticket, with points being 
locked by hand locking bar, pin and padlock. Minor 
road crossings were fitted with used rail crossing warn- 
ing signs fitted horizontally to two poles. Major road 
crossings were fitted with large reflective railway cross- 
ing warning signs. 

By Fri.23.10.87 the section was almost complete 
with two weeks of surfacing, one week of yard work, 
and three to four weeks of ballasting yet to be done. 
Kilometre marker posts were also erected during this 
time. Tenders were called from Fri.23.10.87 for pre- 
paration and loading of used rail from the section, by 
the Steel & Alloy Company of Australasia. The official 
opening of the line took place on Sun.1.11.87 by the 
then Transport Minister, Mr Tom Roper. 

The running of heavier trains along the section com- 
menced on Tues.20.10.87, and on Thurs.22.10.87 X42 
was noted hauling a VHGY consist to Dookie on train 
No.9330 down and 9258 up. The train returned to 
Shepparton between 05 00-06 00 the following day. 
The first passenger train to run to Dookie, was train 
No.8397 down and 8398 up with T392 hauling Wando, 
Inman and Goulburn with a rail enthusiast special on 
Tues.29.12.87. The up return journey included stops at 
Cosgrove and Pine Lodge. 


Right: On Tues.29.12.87, T392 with Wando, Inman and 
Goulburn formed the Australian Railway Exploration Associa- 
tion excursion to the Goulburn Valley. Here the train pauses at 
Toolamba beside the skeleton of the signal mast while the 
guard gets the road clear from control. 


Below: The same train is seen here passing Pine Lodge on the 
upgraded Shepparton to Dookie line. (Both photos Bruce 
Williams) 
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SOUTH GIPPSLAND LINE 


Above: T387-T380 pass through the beautiful South Gippsland countryside near Meeniyan on Mon.14.12.87 
with oil bound for Barry Beach and superphosphate for Buffalo and Welshpool. (Matthew Crichton) 


Below: Timetabled as a light engine movement from Korumburra to Aust. Glass Co siding near Lang Lang, this 
train occasionally hauls empty wagons from Korumburra such as in this scene on Sat.2.1.88. (Bryce Leydon) 


Above: N class locos on the Korumburra line are not common, especially on goods trains. Here N462 and T370 lift 
a healthy load of superphosphate over the 1 in 40 grades near Bena. Sat.19.12.87. See news item in ‘Traffic’. 
(Bryce Leydon) 


Below: The driver of T401 observes the 15 km/h speed restriction on the trestle bridge out of Lang Lang with the 
up sand train on Tues.13.10.87. (Gavin McLaughlan) 
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hauled by 960 
Wed.6.1.88 


General News 


The Newsrail Committee 
thanks Peter Clymo 
for his efforts as 
News Editor 
and welcomes 
Denys Potts 


as his successor. 


News contributions should now 
be sent to: 


Denys Potts, News Editor, 
P.O. Box 62, 
Rosanna, 3084. 


Land controversy continues: The V/Line land sale 
controversy continues under the new Minister for 
Transport. A comment from the new Minister in the 
Age newspaper on Thurs.4.2, gave hope to the many 
small business tenants of V/Line around the State 
when he was quoted as saying that tenants could be 
given the first option to purchase their leased sites. 
However, on Fri.12.2, a spokesperson for the Minister 
claimed that the Minister had made a mistake and that 
most V/Line tenants would have to bid at public auc- 
tion for their sites. Most tenants in the context of the 
statement appears to mean small businesses as many 
large business operators throughout the State have 
been granted the right to purchase the land on which 
their businesses are situated. The Minister was 
unavailable for comment. 


More land sales: The Met has put up seven adjoining 
development sites in Mornington for sale by tender. 
The 6.5 hectares of unused railway land is situated 
between the Nepean Hwy and the beach offers com- 
prehensive development opportunities. The Mor- 
nington Council, a potential buyer, would like to see 
two of the sites set aside for the adjoining Mornington 
Bush Nursing Hospital. 


Grain freight ruling: V/Line could lose grain freight 
business worth as much as $40 million a year to private 
contractors after a Supreme Court decision lifting a 
barrier to competition in the industry. According to 
V/Line’s annual report, grain represents 30 per cent of 
V/Line freight revenue, or about $60.75 million. In 
August last year, the Government announced that it 
was spending $35 million to improve Victoria’s grain 
handling and freight facilities. In the six years to 1989, 
more than $140 million will have been spent on the 
grain network. 


Guards’ job changes: ARU representatives have 
accused V/Line of jeopardising passenger safety with 
plans to phase out guards on country trains by the end 
of April. Under the V/Line proposal, guards will be 
phased out and ‘amalgamated’ with conductors. 
Instead of the current four staff — two engine crew 
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members, a guard and conductor — country trains will 
carry three staff, with the conductor taking over guard 
duties. However, a V/Line spokesperson said in reply 
that passenger safety was first and foremost in any 
V/Line plans. ‘We’re combining the duties of guards 
and conductors on certain country trains and the 
program of implementation is being worked out with 
consultation between V/Line and the unions 
involved.’ The spokesperson went on to say that the 
changes were to be implemented over the next six 
months. 


Gold by rail: No, not quite! But if an Eaglehawk coun- 
cillor has his way gold bearing ore from a new mining 
venture at Kangaroo Flat will be carried by rail to 
Myers Flat for treatment. Following public concern 
over future road transport of the ore the councillor has 
called for a feasibility study by V/Line to rail the ore 
from the since removed siding at Kangaroo Flat to a 
new siding to be constructed to the north of Eagle- 
hawk. 


New role for suburban guards: Suburban trains will be 
manned by two employees after dark despite the State 
Government’s determination to introduce driver only 
operation. The Transport Minister, Mr Kennan said 
recently that many redeployed suburban guards could 
be given a roving role on trains at night or on 
troublesome lines at other times of the day. Discus- 
sions on the new role for guards and a demarcation 
problem with the drivers’ union has pushed back the 
phasing in of driver-only operation to at least May. 


Flinders St plan: Outdoor cafes, restaurants and shop- 
ping plazas are being considered by the Victorian 
Government in a new plan to roof the Flinders St rail- 
way lines. The State Government will soon call for 
expressions of interest from developers for the con- 
struction of a commercial development over the sta- 
tion. The existing dome and tower of the station would 
remain dominant features of any redevelopment. 


Replay of grand final package: V/Line is considering 
repeating the package that it offered for football fans 
for last year’s grand final. The State Government has 
not ruled out a replay of the VFL final and has said it 
was being assessed. 


Call to scrap MetRail: The Public Transport Users 
Association has called on the State Government to 
abolish MetRail and restore the operation of the subur- 
ban rail system to V/Line. The association secretary, 
Mr Paul Mees, said recently that MetRail duplicated 
many services and its establishment was illegal under 
the Transport Act. Mr Mees said the Government 
could save tens of millions of dollars by returning the 
running of the rail system to V/Line. 


NOTHING TO DO 
ON TUESDAY NIGHTS? 


Why not visit the ARHS Archives on the Down 
platform at Windsor from 8.00 pm. See you 
there! 
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Traffic 


WARRNAMBOOL LINE & BRANCHES 


Geelong area: The Geelong area is noted for interest- 
ing train movements and a visit to the area on 
Tues.19.1 and Wed.3.2 proved to be no exception. An 
arrival in the area at 17 00 for a stay of about 64 hours 
on Tues.19.1 provided some interest. The first train 
noted was the up Sunraysia with A70 at 17 20, about 
15 minutes late. At 1726 N473 arrived at North 
Geelong yard with a down block briquette train and 
shortly afterwards, X36 sporting a new set of air horns 
led the down 1735 Dimboola pass. B69 was on the 
down Mt Gambier express goods; it was surprising to 
see a Single loco on an express goods. It ran through 
the loop and reversed into North Geelong yard at 19 50 
to shunt. 10 minutes later N463 passed through North 
Geelong loop on a down goods. At 23 30 G511-X34- 
X49-T377 departed North Geelong yard on No.221 
empty block grain. The use of T413 on the grain loop 
has been discontinued and it is currently being used at 
Geelong Loco depot as a giant ‘air compressor’. Three 
H class locos H2-H1-H4 were sighted working the 
grain loop at 22 00. 

A subsequent visit to the area on Wed.3.2 proved 
very interesting also as a derailment at Beaufort 
increased the traffic on the cross country line. At about 
07 30 3 T class locos arrived at North Geelong with an 
up block grain. At 0750 B69-T380 arrived with 
No.1244 up block oil train. At Gheringhap No.9186 up 
goods arrived behind X54-S312-X48 at 0826 and 
departed at 0832. The next train to arrive at 
Gheringhap was the up Overland at 09 20 and stood at 
the up home signal waiting for No.8107 down 
Sunraysia which arrived at 09 32 with A81. The up 
Overland departed at 09 38 with X47-947. At Inver- 
leigh 9420 up Mt Gambier goods was sighted with B83- 
H3. Back at North Geelong loop, BL31-967 arrived 
with No.9128 up Adelaide goods at 13 00 with what 
appeared to be a pilot in the cab. Incidently, it must be 
terribly frustrating, not to mention uneconomic, to 
stop these heavy trains every 20 minutes or so to oper- 
ate the automatic electric staff instruments. Surely 
there will be a breakthrough in single line working on 
these unattended lines in the near future. That ended 
the excitement for the day although one or two more 
points deserve mention: H1 was standing in North 
Geelong yard with an up goods, awaiting departure, 
seen at 13 05. The other three H class, HS-H2-H4 were 
in the grain loop. 

1228 up grain was sighted at Lal Lal at 15 20 behind 
B69-S301-T404. This was interesting as B69 was the 
leading loco on 1244 up block oil train earlier in the 
day. No.1228 up block grain crossed 351 down block 
oil at Meredith. When 351 arrived at Lal Lal the power 
was $301-B69-T380. S301-B69 were taken off the grain 
and attached to T380 on the switch. This reunited B69 
with T380, which worked 1244 earlier. 


Geelong Loco: At Geelong Loco on Sun.21.2 the 
following locos were present: A62, B63, 64, 65, 74, 76, 
H1, 2, 3, 5, $300, 301, 306, T360, 366, 370, 399, 412. 
413, W242, 244, X43, 49, Y127, 129, 131, 132. 


Bs on Gypsum: On Sat.13.2 saw the remaining two 


blue and gold B class locos B65 and B75 working 
together when they arrived at North Geelong yard on 
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the up 1005 block gypsum from Ballarat. On the 
following Sat.20.2 the locos used were B65-B63. 


SWAN HILL LINE & BRANCHES 


Echuca notes: Branch line units continue to provide 
the majority of services between Bendigo and Echuca 
with big power putting in only occasional appearances. 
The exception appears to be when there is a large grain 
movement as was the case in early January. On 
Tues.4.1, B74-B75 arrived at Echuca with a down block 
grain (empty) at 10 25 and left with an up block grain 
at 1055 with 4x VHGYs. The following day, Wed.5.1 
G513-S300 arrived at 11 00 and left on the up at 11 30. 
Thurs.6.1, X49-X46-T355-10xVHGYs arrived on a 
down block grain and left on the up with 8x VHGYs. 
On Fri.7.1 G525-S309-3x VHGYs arrived on the down 
at 1353 and left on the up with 10xVHGYs. On 
Wed.20.1 Y155 arrived from across the border at 16 32 
with a load of all sleeper wagons and one week later on 
Wed.27.1 T385-Y155-Y153-Y163 arrived at Echuca 
on a down goods at 0700. After shunting, Y155- 
12xGHs-10xKMQs left for NSW at 0755 and Y155- 
9xGHs arrived back at Echuca at 13 45. The last main 
line unit sighted at Echuca during January was S315 
which arrived on a down goods at 16 32 on Thurs.28.1 
as a single unit and left on an up train at 17 30 as part 
of the combination of T385-S315-Y155. 


Hitachi to Bendigo: The Bendigo North workshops 
continue to repair Hitachi sets and the latest arrival 
reported was on Wed.17.2 when P23-T358 hauled a 3- 
car set to Bendigo. 


Swan Hill goods: There was a large variety of motive 
power on Swan Hill goods services during January and 
February, ranging from light engine T class move- 
ments to four loco lash-ups. Some random sightings 
during the period show the variety. 

On Tues.5.1 and Wed.6.1, T392 operated goods 
trains in the area, on Fri. 8.1 B64 was used, on 
Mon.11.1 an X and T class combination was used, 
Tues.12.1 X37 was sighted, on Thurs.21.1, G513-S300 
hauled a block grain train out of Swan Hill and the next 
day, Fri.22.1, X35-S315 were used on a block grain 
while T394 operated the normal goods service. On 
Thurs.28.1, X35-S302 were used on a block grain 
movement and T377 operated the normal train. On 
Mon.1.2, T369-T386 operated a block oil train to the 
area and on Wed.3.2, G513-S302 were back in the area 
with a block grain train. On Thurs.4.2, G515-X46- 
T404 arrived with a block grain train and T392-Y 166 
operated the normal goods service from Bendigo. On 
Fri.5.2, G513 returned to Swan Hill with $306-T361 on 
yet another block grain train. Mon.8.2 saw B80-T380 
on the goods and $313-X38 on the block grain whilst 
the next two days saw four loco lash-ups on the grain 
trains, Tues.9.2, G513-S306-T361-T397 and 
Wed.10.2, B80-X38-S313-T380. Also on Tues.9.2 an 
immaculate X43 arrived on the down block oil train. 
The last of the big trains for February arrived on 
Fri.12.2 with S313-X38-B80-F380 on a block grain 
while X43 was on the block oil for the second consecu- 
tive time. 


S302 haunts Bendigo: Toward the end of February, 
$302 seemed to find a niche on the Bendigo passenger 
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trains. A very dirty S302 was noted as second unit 
behind N454 on the 11 00 up Bendigo on Fri.26.2. The 
S class returned to Bendigo later that day and was next 
sighted as second unit to N452 on the 06 50 up Ben- 
digo on Sat.27.2. That evening saw an unusual lash-up 
of motive power as N457-S302-N459 hauled D328- 
34BE-206BS-222BRS-210BS-255ACZ(locked to 
passengers) -208BS-228BRS-267BZ-257ACZ-D361 to 
Bendigo. On Sun.28.2, although not seen it is assumed 
that S302-N457 took out the 0800 up pass. and 
because of track work at Footscray on the 09 35 down 
Swan Hill pass. were swapped at Sunshine. S302-N457 
were sighted at Bendigo at 12 20 on the down Swan 
Hill pass. well behind schedule. [Editor — could a 
reader confirm this please.] 


Sunbury pass.: On Thurs.25.2, because of a carriage 
shortage, the 17 19 down Sunbury ran with the Vine- 
lander set instead of the rostered SH set. 


WOLSELEY LINE & BRANCHES 


Depot visits: (all Ararat) 

Sun.31.1: C505, T349, 351, 353, 365, 366, 391, 395, 
403, X33, Y159. 

Sun.7.2: T349, 353, 365, 366, 371, 373, 375, 379, 381, 
383, 403, Y159. 

ae H4, T365, 369, 379, 381, 383, 403, X44, 
Y159. 

Sun.21.2: H4, T351, 354, 367, 369, 371, 379, 387, 403, 
X40, Y159, 160. 

Sun.28.2: T348, 353, 365, 375, 379, 387, 403, 404, 
X35, 40, Y113. 


S on Overland: Since S class locos have been permit- 
ted to lead in SA, there have been a number of ins- 
tances over recent months of this class working the 
Overland as leading unit. On Mon.4.1 S307-947 were 
sighted in the Adelaide Hills with the Overlandand on 
Fri.12.2 at Sunshine S317-934 were sighted and on 
Tues.8.2, S307-931 were at Sunshine on the down 
eeeane and later that night at 00 13 passed through 
tawell. 


Fruit Flyer renamed: From the July 87 timetable 
change Fruit Flyer has been renamed Sunraysia Fresh. 
This express goods, designed to deliver Mildura pro- 
duce to Melbourne in time for morning markets, was 
inaugurated in Oct.58. The name does not appear on 
the train, at stations, or on timetables and working 
documents; it appears only in V/Line publicity. 
(V/Line Update) 


Parwan landslide: On Tues.1.12.87, 9117 Melbourne 
- Adelaide express goods was hauled by 702-C501-967- 
C508, and was diverted via North Geelong at 14 30/50 
because of a landslide at Parwan. 


Dimboola Z set: On Fri.8.1 the 07 55 down Dimboola 
pass. was worked with a 3-car Z set instead of the 
rostered N set. 


Sunraysia N set: On Mon.11.1 the northbound 
Sunraysia was worked with an N set instead of the 
rostered 3-car Z set. 


Overland motorail: On Fri.8.1 the Overland departed 
Melbourne with S317-963 hauling 19 vehicles, includ- 
ing three motorail wagons (usually only one): VMBP1- 
VMBP2-AMBP3309. 
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Overland mixed: On Sun.7.2 the westbound Overland 
attached three VQDW container flat wagons at 
Ballarat, for Adelaide. The wagons had been detached 
from a goods the previous night. 


Vinelander sleeper: On Thurs.25.2 the Vinelander 
departed Melbourne with only one sleeping carriage. 


ALBURY LINE & BRANCHES 


Seymour pass.: The 0545 (No.8302) up Seymour 
pass. is tabled for a DRC and trailer or occasionally an 
H set with P class loco. On Tues.19.1 though, T398- 
CP293-104MTH-101MTH was used to operate this 
service. 


Wahgunyah special: On Sat.23.1 a group of 
enthusiasts left Melbourne on the 1230 down 
Seymour pass. On arrival at Seymour the group 
changed to a train consisting of T320-43BPL-29BCPL 
and travelled to Albury. On arrival the group again 
changed trains and boarded a chartered XPT for the 
journey to Corowa on the following day. The Victorian 
special was utilised by a NSW group for a trip to 
Wahgunyah and at Springhurst 2ZL and an M cattle 
wagon were added to the train to recreate a 
Wahgunyah mixed. On arrival at Wahgunyah the 
respective groups transferred to their own State’s trains 
for the return trip home. 


North East passengers: The Albury and Cobram 
passenger trains are monopolised by A or N class locos 
with on many occasions an older unit as second loco 
for balancing purposes. Examples noted at Mangalore 
during January are as follows: Mon.11.1 N457-S302 on 
the down Albury at 09 30, Sun.17.1 N470-S312 on the 
down Albury at 1936, Mon.18.1 A60-X37 on the 
down Albury at 13 28, Fri.22.1 N451-S310 on the up 
Albury at 08 41, Wed.27.1 N455-B84 on the down 
Albury at 09 29, Thurs.28.1 N452-S317 on the down 
Albury at 09 30 and on Tues.26.1 N474-H set on the 
down Cobram at 14 10. 


North Eastern goods: Most goods train workings in 
the north east are double-headed. Triple-headed work- 
ings are becoming more prevalent now that bigger 
trains are becoming the norm. On Mon.4.1, X36- 
T377-B64 were on the up Oaklands block wheat which 
passed through Mangalore at 21 05. On Tues.5.1 X33- 
T383-T353 were on on this train seen passing 
Mangalore at 20 59. On Thurs.7.1 the up Shepparton 
block oil train had T391-T394 and on Mon.11.1 the 
same train was noted at Mangalore at 13 59 with B63- 
T355. On Mon.18.1 a single T class, T406 passed 
through Mangalore at 13 33 with an up works train 
consisting of workingmans sleepers. On Tues.19.1 the 
down Wodonga goods was led by B63-T402-T355 
whilst the next day X38 made light work of the up 
Shepparton block oil. At 00 20 on Thurs.21.1 the down 
Wodonga block oil passed through Mangalore with 
X35-N453 up front while nearly 24 hours later at 
23 40, B84-T369-T355 passed through Mangalore with 
the up Wodonga goods. On Fri.22.1 A62-S312 was 
oor at Mangalore with the down Wodonga goods at 
51. 


Avenel notes: Motive power on the North Eastern line 
continues to provide plenty of highlights. Noted at 
Avenel during January were the following crosses: 
Mon.4.1 at 2140 X38-T378-Y166 on the down 
Wodonga block oil crossing T390-T392-T398 on the 


NEWSRAIL 


up Wodonga block oil, Wed.6.1 at 21 30 X45 on the 
down Wodonga oil crossing T398 on the up Wodonga 
block oil, Mon.11.1 S306-X38 on the down Wodonga 
goods crossing T361 on the up Wodonga block oil at 
0615, Tues.12.1 B64-S312-T400 on the down 
Wodonga goods crossing N462-N475 on the up Albury 
pass. at 08 35, and on Wed.27.1 at 06 30 S316 on the 
down Wodonga goods crossing T400 on the up 
Wodonga block oil. 


T through the Loop: On Tues.9.2, class leader T320 
operated a special train from Seymour to Melbourne 
and return to Seymour via the Melbourne Under- 
ground Loop. The consist T320-3BCE-43BPL- 
29BCPL departed Seymour at 20 25 for its history 
making run. After entraining a group at Broadford, the 
special ran non-stop to Strathmore and then non-stop 
to Spencer St. The train then proceeded around the 
loop, stopping at Flinders St and Museum and then at 
North Melbourne where a large group of passengers 
left the train. A close to on time arrival back at 
Seymour was recorded. 


Cobram pass.: On Tues.9.2 the 18 15 down Cobram 
pass. was replaced with buses as the N set was needed 
to replace a failed set on the 17 45 down Swan Hill. 


Seymour railcar: On Fri.26.2 the 18 30 down Seymour 
was a P class loco hauling an H set, instead of being the 
rostered DRC-MTH. 


STANDARD GAUGE 


Sunshine observation: On Tues.10.2 G520-81?? 
arrived into No.2 road at Sunshine loop with 56 trailing 


bogies to cross the Sydney Express. This was unusual 
because V/Line policy was for a maximum of 50 trail- 
ing vehicles. The freight train was too long for the loop 
with about two vehicles foul of the main line. The 
Sydney Express came to a stand in No.1 road allowing 
the goods to proceed. The Sydney Express had in its 
consist a first class sitting carriage and the buffet car in 
V/Line livery. The goods also illustrated another policy 
change as it contained members of the NQFX, NOCY 
and NODY class of vehicle. Restriction of the use of 
these vehicles has been removed as part of the trade 
off under the four per cent second tier national wage 
increase. Also seen recently but not on this train was a 
NSW equivalent of the VFNX. The Brisbane 
superfreighter on the same evening (8175-12xNQOY- 
4xNQJW) passed through Sunshine at 20 49. This is a 
typical consist. The Sydney superfreighter is still 22 or 
23 vehicles even on the same nights that the Brisbane 
train runs. On the same night the /ntercapital Daylight 
ran through at 22 09 but the Overland was not held to 
provide a connection. 


Livestock: Although V/Line does not convey 
livestock, SRANSW does. On Mon.7.12.87 one of the 
longest stock trains ever departed Sydney conveying 55 
empty stock wagons, including 4x NQSF and 37xNSCF 
for Bandiana. 


Southern Cross express: Further to Newsrail Mar.88, 
the launching special on Fri.11.12.87 was 42220- 
241 VHN-502-501-601-607-604-605-PHS2297. It ran 
from Melbourne to Seymour loop and return, arriving 
back at 14 00. T411 departed with the empty carriages 
at 16 17 for the Lysaght siding stabling site, off McIn- 


T320 with 43BPL and 29BCPL await departure time from Seymour with an ARHS tour special. See ‘Wahgunyah 
Special’ news item. (John Green) 
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tyre loop. The trip on Fri.22.1 to Sun.24.1 was a pro- 
motional trip, not a public one. The schedule for this 
trip was: Spencer St 07 10 Fri., Albury 11 30-37, Junee 
13 29-49, Yass Junction 1611, Goulburn 17 35-42, 
Strathfield 20 39-40, Sydney 20 52; Sydney 10 00 Sat., 
Strathfield 1012-13, Goulburn 13 05-09, Canberra 
15 00; Canberra 08 30 Sun., Goulburn 10 22-50, Alb- 
ury 16 15-58, Melbourne 20 45. This is also the perma- 
nent timetable. The inaugural public operation 
departed Melbourne on Fri.19.2. The carriages arrived 
empty, hauled by T411 at 22 55 on Thurs.18.2. The set 
used for this run was LHY1613-CP30(Nagambie)- 
603 (Lauriston) -501( Weeroona)-107( Waterford club 
car)-601( Wedgwood diner)-605( Wendouree)- 
502(Burrumbeet)-CP24 (Eildon) -LHY1614. It is a pity 
that the non-matching brakevans are attached at each 
end, as the finish of the carriages is excellent. There 
were about 30 passengers. 


Expresses: On Sat.2.1 the relief Melbourne Express 
passed Donnybrook with G517. The northbound 
Daylight arrived at Albury at 12 20 with 42220 hauling 
12 vehicles, and attached 42209. Departure was at 
12 29. The southbound Daylight arrived at Albury at 
about 16 42 with 42202-42217-MBY2594- 
LAN2354 (empty) -PHS2295-259VBKcl-SDS2245c2- 
TDS2254c3-BDS2269c4-RS1962-OFS2259c5- 
SFS2275c6-214VFSc7-RFH2234c8-PFZ2216c9- 
LHY1613. 42202 was detached and departure was at 
16 53. Melbourne arrival was at 20 20, on time despite 
the load. The relief Sydney Express departed 


Melbourne with GS17-MHN2366-274VFKc26- 
SFS2270c24-215VFRc23-276VFKe22-5VFKc21- 
233VRS-2VFXc20-263VBKc19-LAN2351c16- 
PHN2362. 


18-vehicle express: On Mon.11.1 the Sydney Express 
departed with 18 vehicles, requiring special approval. 
The powervan at the south end was shut down and the 
spare powervan from the dock platform was attached 
at the north end at 19 15. This vehicle, PHS2297, had 
collision damage on the van end concertina, which was 
roped up for the journey. The train was 42210-8167- 
MHN-PHS-3xVFK-VRS-BHZ-VBK-NAM-LAN- 
DAM-RMS-BCS-LAN-2xNAM-PHS (dead) -MBY. 


BAIRNSDALE LINE & BRANCHES 


Trafalgar punctuality: The 15 43 down Traralgon has 
been consistently more punctual during February. On 
13 occasions it was observed between 3 and 9 minutes 
late; on 8 of these occasions the train should have 
reached Traralgon on time. The worst (and most 
unusual) sighting was on Mon.22.2 when the train 
headed by an X-N combination, appeared to pass 
Trafalgar nonstop, then set back and departed 12 
minutes late. The 17 16 down Traralgon on Saturdays 
has also run much better. On Sat.20.2 it was hauled by 
T402-T377 and was early or on time at all stations to 
Warragul; unfortunately a red automatic signal at Yar- 
ragon resulted in a 4 minute late arrival at Trafalgar. 
The Ts return to Melbourne on the 1715 up 


The privately owned luxury train the Southern Cross Express is sedately hauled through Glenrowan by 42219 at 
1015 on Fri.22.1.88. (Bruce Williams) 
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Bairnsdale on a Sunday, a service which rarely passes 
Trafalgar on time. On Sun.21.2 the 1700 down Tra- 
ralgon (which has a crew change with the up train at 
Hernes Oak) was on time at Moe, but the up 
Bairnsdale was 6 late at Trafalgar. 


N on Korumburra goods: On Sat.19.12.87, No.9487 
down Korumburra goods was hauled by N462-T370. 
Next day, the same pair hauled No.9486 up goods, 
conveying five hoppers of sand as it passed through 
Spencer St at 15 51 bound for Spotswood. The N was 
detached at Franklin St. 


Passenger sightings: On Sat.6.2 the following trains 
were sighted at Dandenong; at 17 17, P23 on the 15 40 
up Leongatha; at 17 23, T390-P17 on the 1415 down 
Korumburra goods; at 18 00, T406-T399 on the down 
Traralgon pass. 


SUBURBAN LINES 


Transfer train: On Sat.6.2, T393 hauled a special 
Spencer St to Newport workshops transfer train which 
was sighted passing West Footscray at 10 19. The train 
consisted of 51AE with very bad flat tyres on the lead- 
ing bogie and flat wagon VFLX33. The T class 
returned to Spencer St via Yarraville hauling an LH 
set. 


Sandringham spoil trains: Due to major track works 
on the Sandringham line, spoil trains have been run- 
ning down during the evening to be loaded with dirty 


The Melbourne Express with G519 crosses Hughes Creek at 
Avenel. 07 17 Fri.11.12.87. (Gavin McLaughlan) 
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ballast. On Tues.16.2 P23 passed through Spencer St 
with 16 bogie open wagons at 19 58 and on Fri.19.2, 
P19 was sighted at the same location at 19 40 with 15 
bogie wagons. 


Surrey Hills report: In a State with so many multi- 
units reported, Surrey Hills is a stronghold of single- 
unit working of larger locos. Cement traffic to Lilydale 
survived into Feb. with these sightings: Tues.1.2, 7370 
with VPCXs at 12 22. Thurs.4.2, down at 03 41 T- 
6xGY. Fri.12.2, down at 0420 T-6xGY. Sat.13.2, 
down at 03 00 B64-5xVPCX, up at 08 59 B64-4xGY. 
Tues.16.2, down at 04 02 X-6xGY, Thurs.18.2, down 
at 03 55 B or X, (VPCXs?), GYs. Mon.22.2, a Ring- 
wood observer reported sighting an up light engine (X 
class) mid-morning. Tues.23.2, down at 0453, X- 
6xGY-6xVPCX. Wed.24.2, down at 04 12 B-14xGY- 
2xVPCX. Fri.26.2, down at 0412 A-4xVPCX, up 
about 0920. The highlight of the month was a 
Steamrail special to collect D3677 from Lilydale. T369- 
C(van)-2xGY-CW-2 x carriages-CW passed on the 
down at 22 23. The return passed at about 02 20 on 
Sat., T-CW-2 x carriages-D3 (tender first)-CW-2xGY- 
C. The extra vehicles were required to provide braking 
ability (the D3 was unbraked) and the opportunity was 
taken to use vehicles which needed a test run. 

On Sun.7.2 all trains were 6 carriages instead of the 
usual 3, including some Hitachi sets. On Sun.21.2 the 
morning saw 3 car sets, including one Hitachi. At 
about 11 40 a down empty 7 car Harris passed nonstop. 
Through the afternoon 6 car trains replaced 3 car 
trains, possibly related to the petrol strike. On Sat.27.2 
all trains were replaced with buses between Burnley 


and Camberwell because of trackwork at the down end 
of Glenferrie. Down Surrey Hills suburban trains ter- 
minated at Burnley platform 3, then advanced to the 
centre track to reverse and return to platform 2. On 
Sun.28.2 the usual service of 3 car Comeng sets was 
provided, but a down empty 6 car Hitachi passed non- 
stop at 1015. 


DERMs to the docks: On Sat.13.2 and Sat.27.2 an 
enthusiast group ran a special railmotor to various dock 
sidings in the Melbourne area. S8RM was used on both 
days. 


Oakleigh overtakes: A feature of the current subur- 
ban timetable is the scheduling of overtaking move- 
ments at Essendon and Oakleigh. In each case the 
slower train is allowed 3 minutes — in 2 minutes ahead 
of the express service and out a minute after it. It is 
possible to sample both of the evening overtakes at 
Oakleigh on the same night, with an express return 
Springvale - Oakleigh - Caulfield in between the two 
down services. On Thurs.21.1 the 1653 down Dan- 
denong was a 7-car Harris set which left Flinders St 312 
minutes late and lost more time on a sluggish run to 


Caulfield. It continued to Oakleigh ahead of the 16 59 
down Traralgon pass. and the overtake occurred as 
scheduled. There was an announcement that there 
would be ‘a short delay to allow a country train to pass’. 
The time spent at Oakleigh was 2 minutes 42 seconds, 
and the Traralgon train passed 1 minute 33 seconds 
after the suburban arrived. The second overtaken train 
that night was the 1736 down Dandenong, a 6-car 
silver set which departed Caulfield a minute early. This 
service was 30 seconds faster Caulfield - Carnegie than 
the Harris train and it arrived Oakleigh early as well. 
Departure was on time at 18 12, 1 minute 12 seconds 
after the express Warragul suburban had gone 
through. 


Comeng destinations: Following the introduction of 
suburban electric trains to Warragul in Feb.1987, a 
program to add ‘Warragul’ to the destination roll of 
Comeng trains commenced soon after, trains running 
with ‘Pakenham’ on the destination roll until modified. 
On the Comeng train destination roll ‘Warragul’ 
replaces ‘Holmesglen’ which was a somewhat unusual 
destination anyway considering its close proximity to 
Glen Waverley. 


DERM 58RM pauses at Webb Dock during an enthusiast special on Sat.27.2.88. (John Green) 
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NEWSRAIL 


Rollingstock 


Y class locos: V/Line currently have 58 out of 75 Y 
class locos available for regular duty. Those units 
stored or not available for mainline use as at Sun.7.2 
are: 

Y105: 
Y106: 
Y107: 
Y111: 
Y114: 
Y116: 
Y123: 
Y125: 


Stored in Melbourne yard. 

Stored in Melbourne yard. 

Ballarat workshop pilot. 

Stored in Melbourne yard. 

Stored in Melbourne yard. 

Stored in Melbourne yard. 

Stored in Melbourne yard. 

Ballarat workshop pilot. 

Y128: Newport workshop pilot. 

Y133: Allocated to ARHS Museum, currently under 
the care of Seymour Loco Steam Preservation 
Group and listed on the historical vehicles register, 
available for mainline use as evidenced on Tues.9.2, 
when V/Line used it for a plant train operation after 
a standard gauge derailment at Springhurst. 

Y134: At Newport workshop (to be cut up?). 

Y136: Newport workshop pilot. 

Y140: South Dynon pilot. 

Y142: Bendigo North workshop pilot. 

Y146: Stored at South Dynon (standby pilot). 

Y154: South Dynon fuel point pilot. 

Y162: At Newport workshop (to be cut up?). 

At Newport Workshops for overhaul were Y122, Y138 

and Y161. It is believed that a tender has been accepted 

for the scrapping of at least two of the class and that 
scrapping will commence in April. 


SH/LH sets: As at Sun.7.2 the SH/LH sets were 
made up as follows: 


SH21  — 121BCH-141BH-161BTH. 

SH22. — See SH27 and LH32. 

SH23) — 123BCH-143BH-163BTH. 
SH24*  — 124BCH-144BH-164BTH. 

SH25  — 125BCH-145BH-147BH-167BTH. 
SH26 — 126BCH-146BH-166BTH. 

SH27. = =— 127BCH-162BTH-122BCH-165BTH. 
SH28 — 128BCH-148BH-168BTH. 

SH29. _— 129BCH-149BH-169BTH. 

SH30 — 130BCH-150BH-170BTH. 

SH31 — 131BCH-151BH-171BTH. 


LH32 — 132BCH-152BH-142BH-172BTH. 
LH33+ — 133BCH-153BH-173BTH. 

*Modified bogie suspension for 115 km/h. 

+Socimi bogies fitted for 115 km/h running. 

Three final series Harris trailers (asbestos free) are 
stored at Newport workshops for future conversion. 


Refurbished Harris cars: The refurbished Harris sets 
were at Newport workshops during January to be split 
into 3-car sets consisting of M-T-M. It is not known 
what will happen to the spare trailer cars but one 
possibility is that they will be transferred to V/Line. 
T342: This loco was shopped at Bendigo North 
workshops for overhaul and repaint. It emerged on 
Thurs.18.2 painted yellow with black trim. The loco is 
to be used by APM on their private line at Maryvale. 
Harris trains: Listed below are fourteen out of possi- 
bly sixteen sets as sighted in traffic during the month 
of February. Several cars were sighted in the sidings at 
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the west end of Jolimont Workshops on Fri.19.2, lead- 
ing this correspondent to believe that the two missing 
sets may have been split. With this in mind the sets 
which were not sighted in traffic up to Fri.19.2 have 
not been included. All sets shown were sighted on 
Fri.19.2 unless stated. They are as follows: 
1501M- 601T- 602T -1502M- 501BT- 603T -1503M 
1517M- 854T- 670T -1565M-2502BT-2606T -1587M 
1549M- 855T- 879T - 786M- 504BT- 811T - 757M 
799M- 822T- 609T - 791M-2807T -2883T - 798M 
727M- 628T- 632T -1571M-2551BT-2825T - 702M 
724M-2607T- 660T - 748M- 511BT- 614T - 761M 
752M- 687T- 617T - 774M- 542BT- 610T -1577M 
746M-2686T- 881T -1537M- 527BT- 875T - 785M 
1575M- 690T-2620T - 784M-2515BT-2850T -1583M 
1576M- 618T-2867T -1511M- 547BT- 681T - 737M 
795M- 803T- 860T -1515M- 534BT- 809T - 707M 
762M-2843T-2612T -1504M- 554BT- 514T*-1507M 
1581M- 882T- 556T*- 734M- 507BT-2837T - 701M 
1585M-2846T- 880T - 765M- S545BT- 625T -1589M 
*Indicates BT cars reclassed as T but retaining the same 
number and not in use as a terminal trailer. On 
Thurs.11.2 the following Harris cars were transferred 
to Dandenong for disposal: 1541M, 1543M, 833T, 
513BT and 529BT. 1543M and 833T appeared to have 
been partially stripped of window glass and in 1543Ms 
case window frames. Of note were 513BT and 529BT 
which were until late 87 together in a block. They were 
coupled with their auto couplers at the inner ends (the 
only way they could be run without changing the auto 
couplers to a drawbar and buffing plate, not impossible 
but hardly worth the effort considering that either one 
may have been withdrawn at any time) with padlocks 
through their bottom lifter bars preventing them from 
being mistakenly uncoupled. 


(18.2) 


(12.2) 
(5.2) 


Wagon recoding: Many wagons from several classes 

have been sighted recently (since 10/87) recoded with 

the fourth letter altered from Y to F or X, in most if 

not all cases the changes have been minimal — a new 

check letter with the old vehicle number. Wagons from 

the new classes sighted to 20.2.88 are: 

VBBF (Formerly VBBY): 134X 

VFTF (Formerly VFTY): 2V 

VHDX (Formerly VHDY): 201H, 203D, 209L 

VHEF (Formerly VHEY): 706T, 708Y, 709A, 710T 

VHQF (Formerly VHQY): 403H, 406L, 410L, 424J 

VHSF (Formerly VHSY): 308F, 310K, 311T, 321E, 
326D, 331M, 336L, 340L. 


52BRN: 52BRN was at Ballarat workshops at the end 
of February being modified. Alterations include the 
provision of roller grilles to close the buffet (instead of 
hinged panels), and altered fittings in the kitchen 
module. This is the first carriage of this class to be sent 
to Ballarat workshops. 


Southern Cross Express carriages: These carriages 
were on display at Spencer St during early December. 
Further to Newsrail, Feb.88 p.51, all of the former 
SAR carriages except 707 have since been mounted on 
fabricated bogies of the style used under 500- and 600- 
class carriages. Carriage 707 has been placed on cast 
bogies of the style used under 700-, 750- and 780- class 
carriages. This style was used under Overland carriages 
until replaced by Commonwealth bogies in the mid- 
1950s. 
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V/LINE FREIGHT ROLLINGSTOCK FLEET — 
1 January 1988 


Details of the V/Line freight rollingstock fleet as at 1.7.87 
were provided in Newsrail Oct.87, p.303. In the six months to 
1.1.88, further significant changes occurred. The number of 
four wheeled wagons was reduced by over one-third, while 121 
VOFX wagons were converted from VOBX, VOCX and VOCY 
oe with, for those four classes, a nett reduction of 
our. 


FOUR-WHEEL WAGONS 


Number on Number on 


Register Register 

Class 1.7.87 1.1.88 Variation 
B 3 3 — 
DW 3 3 - 
FH 6 6 - 
FJ 2 2 = 
G 798 564 —234 
GHt 720 627 —93 
GY 1790 777 —1013 
GR 1 1 - 
HD 95 95 - 
HR 19 19 - 
HZ group 67 62 —5 

1 0 —1 
J 67 67 - 
K 4 1 —3 
KMQ 300 298 —2 
KQ 2 2 — 
L 82 29 —53 
M 71 14 —57 
P 24 20 —4 
RY 29 18 —11 
T 4 4 - 
U 1 1 - 
WA 1 1 - 
WTT+ 4 5} —1 
OT 5 3 —2 
WATER 17 7 —10 
TOTALS 4116 2627 —1489 
BOGIE WAGONS 

Number on Number on 
Register Register 

Class 1.7.87 1.1.88 Variation 
VBAX/Y 40 40 -— 
VBBX/Y 129 128 —1 
VBCW 40 40 — 
VDSY 2 2 = 
VFAA 2 2 - 
VFBY 5 5 — 
VFEX 1 1 - 
VFFX 4 4 - 
VFGA 4 4 - 
VFHA 2 2 — 
VFIX 13 12 —1 
VFKX 53 53 - 
VFLX/Y 99 99 - 
VFMX 13 13 - 
VFNX 50 50 - 
VCSX(VFSX) 88 88 - 
VFTY 30 30 - 
VHAY 10 10 - 
VHCA 76 76 - 
VHCX 4 34 — 
VHDX/Y 10 10 - 
VHEY 47 45 —2 
VHFY 10 10 
VHGX 20 20 — 
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Number on Number on 
Register Register 

Class 1.7.87 1.1.88 Variation 
VHGY 571 608 +37 
VHHY 103 103 - 
VHJA 10 10 - 
VHMY 60 60 - 
VHNAT 19 19 - 
VHQY 25 25 - 
VHSY 36 36 - 
VHWA 56 54 —2 
VKEX (VOEX) 50 50 - 
VLBY 41 41 — 
VLCX 643 643 - 
VLDX 20 20 - 
VLEX 215 215 - 
VLNX 25 25 — 
VLPY 7 0 —7 
VMAP 6 6 - 
VMBP 2 2 — 
VMAX 16 16 — 
VMBX 53 53 - 
VOAA 6 4 2 
VOBX 133 122 -1l 
VOCX/Y 275 161 —114 
VOFX (Fertiliser) 155 276 +121 
VOFY (Departmental) 2 2 — 
VCCX (VOSX) 30 30 - 
VCVX (VOVX) 7 8 +1* 
VOWA 97 94 —3 
VPCX 158 158 -_ 
VPFX 17 17 = 
VQCX/Y 502 503 +1* 
VQDW 73 75 +2* 
VQEX/Y 8 8 - 
VQFX 133 133 — 
VQGX 16 16 - 
VOPW 1 1 = 
VSAY 6 4 —2 
VSBY 3 1 —2 
VSPY 1 1 - 
VWAA 8 8 — 
VWBA 1 1 — 
VWCY 1 1 - 
VFRX 15 15 - 
VFRY 7 Hi) - 
HD 5 5 _ 
HR 1 1 - 
MBY 5 5 — 
QD 2 2 _ 
VZ group 76 76 - 
VTBA/X/Y (priv) 76 76 — 
WA 7 7 - 
VTGX 6 6 - 
VTQA/X/Y/Z (priv) 240 240 - 
VTIQA/X/Y/Z 

(V/Line) 72 72 — 
VTBX (V/Line) 9 9 _ 
VTHX 14 14 — 
W tank - 6 +6* 
TOTALS +4908 14929 +21 
Notes: 


+WTT are ‘weighbridge test trucks’ not ‘water’ as inadver- 
ae shown on previous listing. (Newsrail, p.303, October 
1987. 

*Change as a result of previous recording error rather than 
real change to fleet. 

tFigure on previous listing was incorrect, former classifica- 
tion in brackets. 

Class now defunct; IT, VLPY. 


NEWSRAIL 


Works 


Tenders: Recent tenders called on behalf of V/Line 

and MetRail include: 

The cleaning of S, Z and N sets at Bairnsdale over a 
one year period from Tues.1.3. 

The dismantling, salvage, purchase and removal of the 
Linton Junction to Skipton railway line closing on 
Wed.17.2. 

The dismantling, salvage, purchase and removal of the 
Wedderburn Junction to Wedderburn railway line, 
closing on Wed.20.1. 

The manufacture and commissioning of a rail flaw 
detection car closing on Fri.29.1. 

The purchase and removal of stockyards and pave- 
ment at Newmarket saleyards including extensive 
bluestone paving closing on Wed.3.2. 

Expressions of interest in undertaking the manufac- 
ture and delivery of platform mirrors and train — 
mounted mirrors with the first delivery required in 
April and progressive deliveries to November. 

The modification of H carriage power door operation 
and installation of sundry equipment closing on 
Wed.20.1 

The manufacture, supply, and delivery of one, two and 
three position colour light signals with brackets for 
top of post mounting being required at Seymour 
closing on Wed.20.1. 

The registration of tenderers for the design, construc- 
tion and commissioning of five industrial buildings 
at Newport workshops closing on Wed.20.1. The 
work comprises — central warehouse, machine shop 
(extension of existing locomotive shop, carriage test 
facility, carriage ancillaries facility and bogie shop). 

The manufacture, supply, delivery and erection of a 
combined office and amenities building for the 
Geelong maintenance depot closing on Wed.10.2. 

The dismantling, salvage, purchase and removal of the 
Numurkah to Picola railway line closing on Wed.3.2. 

The dismantling, salvage, purchase and removal of the 
closed railway line between Bairnsdale and Orbost 
closing on Wed.9.3. 

The design, supply, installation, testing and commis- 
sioning of a passenger information display system at 
Spencer St country passenger terminal closing on 
Thurs.25.3. 

The manufacture, supply, delivery, supervision, 
installation and commissioning of radio base station 
equipment at approximately thirteen surface and 
four underground sites. Train mounted transceivers, 
power supplies, control heads, intercom and public 
address systems, duplicated central processing 
equipment with VDUs, printers and telephone 
access via the STA PABX, antenna and feeders at 
selected sites and power supplies and batteries clos- 
ing on Wed.20.4. 


Ararat: On Mon.11.1, the Mobil Oil Company siding, 
a points and staff lock were abolished. (WN 
2/88 


Ballarat A Box: On Thurs.21.1, the top disc signal on 
signal post No.17, controlled by lever No.80, was 
altered to apply from No.5 track to ‘D’. The bottom 
disc signal on signal post No.17, controlled by lever 
No.9, was altered to apply from No.5 track to the up 
passenger line. (WN 5/88) 
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Bandiana: On Mon.11.1, the large staff locked points 
and the Gas and Fuel Company siding were abolished. 
(WN 2/88) 


Bell: On Sun.17.1, signal post Nos.11 and 11C were 
ce 1.5 metres further from the track. (WN 
4/88 


Brighton Beach: On Sun.24.1, automatic signal post 
No.BBH 908 will be temporarily out of service account 
renewal and conversion to an automatic (light) signal. 
(WN 4/88) 


Gardenvale: On Sun.20.12.87, automatic signal post 
No.B369 was relocated from the overhead structure 
and placed on a ground mast. The signal lights have 
been reverse staggered. (WN 4/88) 


Murtoa (Marmalake sidings): A hinged Hayes type 
derail has been provided at the down end of No.2 sid- 
ing. The derail may be locked in the ‘on’ or ‘off? posi- 
tion. (WN 2/88) 


North Shore: A hinged Hayes type derail block has 
been installed 80 metres on the up side of the North 
Shore Rd level-crossing on the lead to the Phosphate 
sidings at North Shore. (WN 5/88) 


Seymour ‘B’ box: On Fri.8.1, the disc signals on post 
Nos.21 and 22 leading from the engine road to siding 
‘E’ and from siding ‘E’ to the engine road were 
abolished. Lever Nos.5 and 9 were sleeved normal. In 
addition, the Annett lock on lever No.47 previously 
provided for bank engine movements on the down 
line, was abolished. (WN 2/88) 


Thomastown: On Fri.22.1, the Annett locked points 
and rodded derail at the down end of Thomastown was 
removed from service. The main line points were 
spiked normal and the derail spiked reverse. A baulk 
was placed across the tracks at the down end of the sid- 
ing. (WN 4/88) 


Tocumwal: On Thurs.14.1, the following alterations 

took effect: 

* The down home signal worked from the 
gatekeeper’s cabin at the Murray River bridge and 
the down home arrival signal were abolished. 

* The up home departure signal was abolished. 

* The Annett locked points leading to the trans-ship- 
ping sidings and the goods yard, together with the 
associated point rodding and catch points were 
abolished. 

* Hinged Hayes type derails were provided in Nos.2 
and 3 tracks and the lead to the trans-shipping sid- 
ings. 

* A reflectorised location board was provided 800 
oe on the up side of the facing points. (WN 
2/88 

On Mon.2.11.87, the road/rail bridge over the Murray 

River at Tocumwal was closed to road traffic, and 

became a rail only bridge. A new road bridge has been 

constructed. The gates giving access to road traffic over 
the a have been secured against road traffic. (WN 

5/88 
Further to Newsrail Feb.88, p.54, only part of the 

decking collapsed. Rail traffic was not affected as the 

service is not daily and the bridge was restored for rail 
traffic before the next train was due. 
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Warragul: At Warragul a bitumen pathway has been 
constructed across the tracks. This pathway has been 
provided to enable containers of parcels to be transfer- 
red by means of a fork lift to or from the station to the 
freightgate. When it is necessary to occupy the pathway 
for this purpose, the following instructions must be 
observed: 

* Containers of parcels must only be transported 
across the pathway during clear daylight. 

* Prior to the fork lift being placed on the pathway, the 
officer in charge of the freightgate must inform the 
signalman, Warragul ‘B’ signal box of the intended 
movements, and probable duration. 

* Prior to granting permission for the intended move- 
ment, the signalman at Warragul ‘B’ box must con- 
fer with the train controller and obtain current ‘up’ 
train running information. 

* The signalman at Warragul ‘B’ box must, before 
granting permission for the movement, sleeve 
No.53 cross lock reverse, No.42 cross lock normal 
and No.34 lock bar reverse. 

* Warragul ‘A’ signal box must be switched out. 


* All shunting movements must cease during the 
period the fork lift is occupying the pathway. 

* After the movement has been completed and the 
fork lift is clear of the pathway, the officer in charge 
of the freightgate must advise the signalman at War- 
ragul ‘B’ box. 

* Normal working may then be resumed. 


* The signalman must record the details of the move- 
ment across figure column of the train register book. 
(WN 5/88) 


Meredith: Inspection of the new extended loop 
revealed a rather unusual locking procedure for the 
new up end 65 km/h points. The points are plunger 
locked in the usual fashion but the operating lever is 
Annett locked rather than a standard WSA type. The 
up end mechanical home is wire operated through 
rotary detectors in the normal manner for plunger 
locked points. 


Hurstbridge line overhead renewal: Further to the 
report in Newsrail Jan.88, p.29, work commenced on 
the renewal of the wiring before Christmas. Working 
from the end of the line at Hurstbridge, by mid Febru- 
ary work was centred on Eltham where the wiring for 
both platforms, roads and all sidings was replaced. 
Work is proceeding towards Greensborough. 


Massey Ferguson siding: The sidings leading to 
Massey Ferguson at Sunshine are now out of use. The 
lead to these sidings which crossed the standard gauge 
line was removed during February. 


Glen Waverley line tunnel: By Thurs.18.2 one track 
had been slewed to travel through an artificial tunnel 
under the alignment of the new arterial road being con- 
structed to link the Mulgrave and South Eastern Free- 
ways. Over the weekend 20-21.2 the other track was 
slewed to run through the tunnel. 


A down Hitachi set on an evening service crosses the old bridge near East Malvern station on Fri.12.2.88. This was 
the last week of use for the bridge. The encroaching freeway will eventually cover the bridge and the concrete 
tunnel at its side. (Colin Pike) 


NEWSRAIL 


Delays 


Springhurst derailment: On Tues.9.2, five vehicles on 
the 22 30 down express goods (No.9667) derailed near 
Springhurst at 04 12, damaging 1 km of track and clos- 
ing the standard gauge line for some time. The line was 
reopened later that day with the first down train depart- 
ing Melbourne at about 19 00. 


Beaufort derailment: Fifteen motor vehicles were 
badly damaged when an Adelaide bound express goods 
train derailed near Beaufort on Wed.3.2 at 01 20. 
Three wagons, carrying about 24 of these vehicles, 
came off the tracks at the bottom of Boxer’s Cutting, 
about 7 km west of Beaufort. It is believed a coupling 
failed on one of the 37 bogie wagons, activating the 
train’s braking system. Two mobile cranes with Ararat 
and Ballarat V/Line employees took until 13 00 to 
clear the line. 


Swan Hill pass.: On Sun.14.2 the 17 00 up Swan Hill 
pass. was 45 minutes late into Spencer St. The train ran 
via the independent goods line from Sunshine at a very 
slow speed and came to a complete stand at the 
Bunberry St tunnel up home signal. After a wait of 20 
minutes the train was allowed to proceed through a red 
signal and rejoined the passenger lines at South Ken- 
sington. Arrival at Spencer St was at 22 00. The train 
was hauled by X43-N470. 


Cobram pass.: On Fri.19.2 the 13 40 up Cobram pass. 
was involved in a level-crossing accident at Shepparton 
and damage was sustained to the train loco. T357 
hauled the pass. from Shepparton to Spencer St where 
arrival was 18 06, an hour late. The original loco N469 


was detached at Shepparton and was returned to 
Melbourne on the following day with A78 on the 06 05 
up Cobram pass. 


Extra stops: On Fri.12.2 the 12 24 down Sale was 
involved in a level-crossing accident between Drouin 
and Warragul, and was delayed 40 minutes. The 14 15 
bus Warragul - Traralgon (which has a tight turnround 
at Traralgon) departed on time without waiting for the 
connection, and the Sale train made additional stops at 
Yarragon and Trafalgar. 


Engine failure: On Thurs.25.2 the 06 50 up Traralgon 
suffered an engine failure at Moe. Warragul passengers 
were advised at about 0750 that the train (due at 
07 36) would be delayed until about 08 20. At 08 30 
T406 hauling N class loco and N set arrived. The 
Bairnsdale train, due Warragul at 08 36 remained 
behind the Traralgon train through to Melbourne. A 
crew change took place at Oakleigh with the 09 30 
down Traralgon which is usually the same set as the 
06 50 up. Arrival at Flinders St was at 10 20 instead of 
09 09. 


NEWSRAIL SUBSCRIPTIONS 
ARE NOW DUE. YOUR RENEWAL NOTICE 


HAS BEEN POSTED SEPARATELY. 
PLEASE RENEW PROMPTLY 


V/Line’s Bicentenary liveried loco, A66, runs around the Heritage Train at Bacchus Marsh during a special trip on - 


Mon.7.3.88. (John Buckland) 
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ATTENTION 


NEW VENUE for 
ARHS ENTERTAINMENT 
MEETINGS 


AMP THEATRETTE 


Lower Ground Floor 
Cnr. Bourke and William Streets, 
MELBOURNE 


Meetings commence 8.00 p.m. 
Fourth Thursday of the month 


April to August, 1988 
29th September, 1988 
31st October, 1988 
13th December, 1988 


VISITORS WELCOME 


Advertise 
. your business 
here 


For details of our economical rates 
write to: 
Advertising Manager, Peter Silva, 
GPO Box 5177AA, MELBOURNE, 3001. 


NEWSRAIL 
BACK ISSUES 
FOR SALE 


All issues from the current issue back 

to June 1985 are available at the 

original cover price. Postage and 
packing $1.00 per order. 


ALSO AVAILABLE 


An incomplete range from May 1976 
to April 1985 


MANY ISSUES SOLD OUT 


Orders and queries: ARHS SALES, 
GPO Box 5177AA, MELBOURNE, 3001. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


How to place your Advertisement: Use block letters, 
include full name, address and phone number, and 
cheque (not cash) payable to ARHS. Send to Adver- 
tising Manager, Peter Silva, GPO Box 5177AA, 
Melbourne, 3001. Closing date of Advertisements is the 
20th of each month. All advertisers are advised to read 
the Advertising Conditions before placing any adver- 
tisement as they contain an indemnity from the 
advertiser. Copies are available on request. 


Charges: A minimum of $3.00 per entry per month for 
up to 4 lines. If more than 4 lines are required a 
surcharge of 75 cents per line applies. 


WANTED KNOWN 


Yarra Valley Tourist Railway. New members urgently 
needed to get us on the track. Lots of jobs to be done. 
Reasonable membership rates. Line runs Coldstream - 
Yarra Glen - Healesville. Phone (03) 8733117 or write 
to Secretary, Healesville Railway Co-Operative Ltd, 
13 Centre Road, Vermont, Victoria, 3133. 


Join Public Transport Users’ Association to help us 
campaign for better Public Transport services in 
Melbourne, Country Victoria and Interstate. Regular 
monthly meetings. $6 annual contribution covers 
subscription to “Transit News & Views” or $10 gives 2 
years. Please send your cheque, etc., to Treasurer PTUA, 
76 Grandview Grove, Rosanna 3084 (Telephone 
Melbourne (03) 45 2776 — David Bowd). 


LOST AND FOUND 


If any reader would have 2 rolls of negatives, from Wal 
Larsen Archives, of the last Steam Trains Wangaratta - 
Moyhu, and Moe - Erica lines, would the person please 
contact Robert Lilburn, (053) 67 1708. 


CAN YOU HELP? 


Would any reader, knowing the whereabouts of M&MTB 
S class trams Nos.156, 159, 161, 163, 167, 168, 171, 
M&MTB G class Nos.144, 145, 146, 147 (removed from 
San Remo Hotel 1979), 148, 150, 151, 192, 195, 196, 201, 
M&MTB J class No.74, Geelong No.7, 8 (Balranald area), 
Geelong No.20, VR Trams 19, 21, 27. Please contact 
R. Lilburn, (053) 671708. Also sought is a photo of 
M&MTB C type body No.31 at East Doncaster. 


TRAIN WORLD 


624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. 596 6342. 
OPEN: MON.-SAT. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and late (9 p.m.) Fridays 
Magazines and Books New and Used Models 
Good range always in stock Australian, USA, UK 
Direct Importers Bankcard welcome 


NEWSRAIL 


THE Transport House 

RAILFAN 589 Collins Street Telephone 
Melbourne, Victoria 03-619 4567 

SHOP Australia 


Australia’s largest range of Railway, Tramway and Bus magazines and 
Books, Slides, Photographs, Video Tapes, Records, Badges, etc. from 
Australia and overseas. 


PLUS New and Second-hand Railway Models. 
@ We stock Peco Track and Accessories — Both HO and N scales. 
Shinohara Track and Accessories. 
Roco Railways. 
Lima Railways HO and OO scales. 
Hornby Railways OO scale. 
Broad Gauge Models Victorian Kits and Accessories. 
Broad Gauge Bodies Decals and Kits. 
Victorian Railway Memorabilia. 


CALL IN AND BROWSE AROUND 


If we do not have what you are looking for we will try to get it for you. 
Mail Order attended to promptly. 
We accept American Express, Bankcard, Diners Club, MasterCard and Visa. 


THE RAILFAN SHOP 


OPEN FOR BROWSING 
8.45 a.m. to 6.00 p.m. Monday to Thursday — 8.45 a.m. to 9.00 p.m. Friday 
9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. Saturday 


We look forward to your custom 
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TALES OF THE | THE ENGINE SEISD 
FOOTPLATES ! 
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5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 
MARK TRONSON 


Phone: (03) 890 7027 
Hours: Monday-Wednesday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
This book covers both steam and diesel. A period from 
the 40's to the present era with stories and photographs 


Thursday, Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Saturday 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 
nationwide. 


P. J. P. PRODUCTIONS 


20 Daly Street, Gisborne, Victoria, 3437 
MODEL RAILWAY EQUIPMENT 


$10.50 includes postage and packing. 
Credit Cards welcome. 


Write to: Free Post No. 6 (no stamp required) 


Red Heart S irs, 
REL P.O. Box 1013, 


Alice Springs, N.T. 5750. 
HEART Telephone (089) 52 3128 


Australia-wide Mail Service, write for stock/price lists. 
Please advise if HO/OO — Nor O scale lists required. 
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When visiting BRISBANE 
or the GOLD COAST 


490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 
Phone: (03) 723 1211 


THE TRAIN PLACE 


is the attraction to see 
Model Railroading at its best 


Layout ALL ‘O’ SCALE 
Hobby Shop (All Scales) 
Open every day from 9.30 a.m. 
10 km from BEENLEIGH on Tamborine Road. 
Phone (075) 46 4221 for further information. 


OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. 
CLOSES: 6 pm MON.-THURS. — 9 pm FRI. — 1 pm SAT. 


HOBBYCRAFT 
for Model Railways 
“N” GAUGE A SPECIALTY 


1351 Burke Road, East Kew 3102 
Phone: (03) 817 3241 
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RAILWAY VIDEOTAPES 


Duplicated directly from 1” Broadcast Masters 


NEW RELEASES 
Cajon Pass 


Discover Cajon Pass, the gateway to LA.! See some of the most magnificent railroading in the entire 
United States. 


Watch as three major railroads cross the small, but significant chink in the armour of the Southern 
California mountains. 


See — ATSF, S.P. and U.P. railroads challenge the brutal grades 
— U.P. DD40's tackle Sullivan's Curve, and much more. 


Colour, hi-fi sound, approx. 60 minutes, $49.95 


1984 WORLD'S FAIR DAYLIGHT 


Video Rails takes you on the most beautiful train in the world, the Southern Pacific Daylight 4449. 
Experience this exciting run from Portland, Oregon to the 1984 New Orleans World's Fair and return. 


Includes archive footage, restoration and the trip itself. 


Colour, hi-fi sound, 61 minutes, $49.95 
NEXT RELEASE 


COMMUTING BY CABLE 


A.R.E. VIDEO is proud to present this programme which turns back the clock to the days when cable 
trams were a common form of public street-transport in the City of Melbourne during the more 
leisurely times between the two world wars. Not only are the trams captured but the way of life, 
including the streetscapes and fashions, of this bygone era. 


Film has been assembled from a number of sources, including rare colour footage, and linked 
together by informative narration by John Reid and interesting recollections by Neville Govett, 
an authority on the cable trams, who as a young man shot some of the footage included in this 
programme. 


While not a comprehensive history of the cable trams in Melbourne, it is a fond look back at the days 
when Melbournians were ‘Commuting By Cable’. 


Black and white/colour, approx. 60 minutes, $39.95 


VIDEO 


AVAILABLE FROM YOUR LOCAL HOBBY SHOP 


Trade Enquiries: A.R.E. SALES, P.O. Box 8, Collins Street, Melbourne, 3000 
NOTE: These tapes are available for purchase only. 
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